Bruno Comby

Biography of speaker
Short biography :
Bruno Comby, 54 years old, trained as a nuclear engineer, is a world-famous environmentalist.

He is a graduate of the scientific elite university École Polytechnique in Paris.

Post-graduate in nuclear physics from the École Nationale Supérieure de Techniques Avancées (National University of Advanced Technology) in Paris

He is the author of 10 books on healthy living and an ecological lifestyle published in 15 languages.

He is the scientific director of the Bruno Comby institute www.comby.org as well as the founder and current President of the international organization « Environmentalists for Nuclear Energy » (EFN) which now gathers over 12,000 members and supporters in 65 countries, see www.ecolo.org
Bruno Comby lives with his son in a high-performance eco-house he has built in the close suburbs of Paris. 
He drives an electric car (RENAULT ZOE since 2013 and Hyundai Kona since 2019) and his carbon emissions are 60 times less than a US or Australian citizen, 30 times less than an average european and 20 times less than an average frenchman.
Detailed biography :
1960 - Born in France in 1960. His father was an oil exploration geologist and his mother a natural science professor. His childhood was close to nature in the African jungle, Canada and the United Sattes.

1980-1983 - Graduate of the scientific university École Polytechnique in Paris.

1983-1985 – Post-graduate in nuclear physics from the École Nationale Supérieure de Techniques Avancées (National University of Advanced Technology) in Paris. Close to nature again as a windsurf teacher in various sailing schools in Corsica Ireland, Souhtern France and Britanny during week-ends and summer vacations.
1985-1987 – Various engineering positions at EDF in France.

1987 (until now) - Bruno Comby devotes his life to scientific research and teaching in the fields of the protection of the environment, and healthy/sustainable living for all citizens of the planet (non smoking, better nutrition, proteins for the third world, energy and the environment …).

Bruno Comby is author of the bestseller "Environmentalists For Nuclear Energy" (published in 15 languages) and ten other books on health and the environment. These books are translated and published in French, English, Russian, German, Japanese, Italian, Czech, Romanian, Spanish, Chinese, Turkish, Korean and Portuguese, and have been the subject of over 2,000 press articles, radio and TV presentations on the five continents (see : www.comby.org). 

1990 (until now) - Former instructor at the Faculty of Medicine of Paris, the author has lectured in many countries (San Francisco, Tokyo, Kyoto, Hiroshima, Denver, London, Paris, Montreal, Ottawa, Frankfurt,  Berlin, Helsinki, Geneva, Vienna, Brussels, Moscow, Rio de Janeiro, China…). He has spoken at one time or another before specialists of the environment, physicians, university students and professors, research workers, the industry, the general public, and public institutions such as the IAEA, WNA, UNESCO. 

1993 - Creation of Institut Bruno Comby (www.comby.org), which promotes a sustainable and healthy lifestyle (non-smoking, optimal sleep, natural nutrition). It now gathers over 9,000 members and supporters, with local correspondents in 38 countries.
1995 – Publication of the French Edition of the book « An Environmentalist for Nuclear Energy ». Bruno Comby receives threats from anti-nuclear action groups.

1996 - Creation of the international organization « Environmentalists for Nuclear Energy » (EFN), of which he is President. This rapidly growing organization now gathers over 12,000 members and supporters, with local correspondents in 65 countries. 

1999 - The French Nuclear Energy Society (SFEN) and the French Atomic Forum (FAF) recognized Bruno Comby's efforts, by awarding him the annual SFEN/FAF Prize for the whole of his action associating nuclear energy and the environment. 

Bruno Comby and two EFN volunteers are violently attacked by a Greenpeace squadron at an environmental fair in Tours.
2000  – EFN’s first natural radiation measurement campaign at Guarapari in Brazil, where natural radiation levels measured by EFN on the famous (for its beneficial health effects) beach of this city (black sand rich in thorium) reach up to 50 microSv/hour (on the beach where Brazilians come to enhance their health, tourists enjoy their stay, and where children play football) with no adverse health effects observed on the inhabitants (in fact positive effects are reported).

2001 - Publication of the English edition of the book "Environmentalists For Nuclear Energy" translated by Berol Robinson (former chief science officer at UNESCO headquarters in Paris). Bruno Comby works in relation with his good friend Pr James Lovelock in the UK (author of the introduction of the new English Edition of the book).

2002 – Publication of the Japanese edition of the book "Environmentalists For Nuclear Energy".

First lecture tour of Bruno Comby in Japan, with speeches, press conferences, and visits in Tokyo, Osaka, Hiroshima, Tsuruga, Sendai, Kyoto, Matsue, RokkashoMura…
EFN plays a key role in the Finnish decision of building a 5th nuclear reactor.

Creation of the American branch of EFN.

EFN is invited to speak in Vienna (IAEA) and at the OECD annual Forum in Paris.

2003 - EFN natural radiation measurement campaign at the l’Espiguette beach on the Frecnh Mediterranean seaside, halts an anti-nuclear campaign : antinuclear organizations were making great scandal in the media and asking the French authorities to close a beach with slightly higher radiation levels than normal background radiation. The antinuclear groups (wrongly) pretended the radiation came from French nuclear power plants on the Rhone river. EFN’s radiation measurements and study made the antinuclear organizations ridiculous (the radiation on this beach was natural, due to uranium carried down the Rhone river, it is far from reaching dangerous levels, and had been published and known since the 1950s, before the first french power plant came in operation). EFN’s paper on the internet halted the media coverage of this subject. This nice touristic beach is still open to the public and it is safe of course, as it always has been !
2004 - Second lecture tour of Bruno Comby in Japan. And EFN plays a key role in the successful refurbishment of the Point Lepreau reactor in Canada. Creation of EFN-CANADA, the Canadian branch of EFN by Rodney Anderson.

2005 - Third lecture tour of Bruno Comby in Japan.
2006 (November) – Lecture tour and EFN natural radiation measurement campaign near the Caspian sea in RAMSAR, where natural radiation levels measured by EFN reach up to 150 microSv/hour (in a home and in a primary school) due to radium-rich hot spring waters and riverlets flowing through the city, with no adverse health effects observed on the inhabitants.

2006-2012 – Various international debates on energy around the world in Europe, Russia, China... The book ENVIRONMENTALISTS FOR NUCLEAR ENERGY is published in 12 languages and more than 15 different editions/versions: French, English, Japanese, Russian, Chinese, Spanish, Romanian, Czech, Canadian edition…
2005-2010 - Bruno Comby builds his eco-house in the western suburbs of Paris, where the headquarters of EFN are now located. It is a positive energy and passive house, producing more energy (in kWh) from photovoltaic panels than it requires every year. The hosue is connected to the French electric grid and powered by cheap and affordable nuclear electricity when the sun is not shining, especially on cold winter days. This unique prototype eco-house includes advanced ecological features such as a water-water high efficiency heatpump, a bioclimatic design, a geothermal preheating and air conditioning system (underground pipes to cool the air in summer and pre-heat it in winter), air/air and water/water heat exchangers to recycle heat from outflowing air and water. It is an almost zero-energy home with the best modern comfort, free air conditioning, and features the world’s most advanced eco-construction technologies.

March 2011 – EFN informs the public and the media in France on the devastating tsunami and the resulting Fukushima nuclear accident.
2012 – EFN natural radiation measurement campaign at La Bourboule and Chaudes-Aigues in Central France, where the radiation levels inside the city reach up to 3 microSv/hour. La Bourboule is a famous health retreat/spa city. People from all regions of France come to La Bourboule since several centuries (even before radiation was discovered), sent by their medical doctors, to improve their health by being exposed to these naturally radioactive hot spring waters. The radiation is due to the radon brought to the surface of the Earth and into the atmosphere by the hot waters of this volcanic area.

2013 – The eco-house in Houilles now has a quick electric car chargeing station (22 kW) for electric cars, recharged mostly by the solar panels on the roof of the eco-house, and partly (especially in winter) by clean French nuclear power. The eco-house is not only energy-positive but now 100% operating on clean carbon-free energy including for transportation (electric car). Bruno Comby drives an electric RENAULT ZOE and adopts an almost completely carbon-free lifestyle, powering his eco-house and eco-lifestyle without using any carbon fuel (no coal, no oil, no gas). CO2 emissions of his family have been divided by about 100 in 10 years with the combination of the eco-house and electric car replacing his gas-heated home and old petrol-car. This demonstrates that a near ZERO-CARBON lifestyle is possible in an economically feasible manner, without returning to the middle-ages, keeping with a modern and comfortable lifestyle including a warm comfortable home in winter, plentiful hot water and geothermal air conditioing in summer.
2013-2014 (and since) – EFN-USA is now presided by John SHANAHAN. EFN continues to inform the public world wide on the many benefits of nuclear energy to protect the environment and engages legal action in France and elsewhere to support the continuing operation of the safe and clean reactors such as Fessenheim reactors 2x900 MW) in Eastern France, which the French greens have decided in agreement with the antinuclear greens to shut down prematurely in 2016 for purely political reasons without any rational reasons (political agreement of the ruling socialist party with the greens).

August 2015 – North American lecture tour with EFN-USA in the United States : EFN-USA develops, several highly successful lectures are given in Colorado, Wyoming and Montana.  Natural radiation measurement campaign at the RADON HEALTH MINES in Montana (fomer gold, silver and uranium mines) where drinking radon-saturated waters and inhaling radon-rich air reaching up to 80,000 Becquerels/m3 is succesfully used since 1952 to stimulate the immune system of patients, curing numerous immune disorders and diseases.
October 2015 – Lecture tour in POLAND to support the construction of new nuclear reactors in these countries.
