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The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW

Washington, DC 20500
Dear President Obama:

The tasks you are facing are incomprehensible to most Americans. We can only hope that you are able to chip away at them. 

We would like you to know that thousands of people in Nevada are in favor of the Yucca Mountain Nuclear Waste Repository. We understand your political position but we are asking that you review the scientific position. Every country in the world has decided on deep geologic storage before and after reprocessing many citizens understand our need for more nuclear energy development. Nevada only produces 50% of its energy, purchases 50% and 10% of that is from nuclear sources. Wind and solar are amicable efforts the reality, nuclear wholesales for about 9 cents per kilowatt hour, the best German solar technology is trying to reach 22 cents per kilowatt hour. Average Americans cannot afford these costs even subsidized. 

Nevada citizens have been misled concerning the science and safety of Yucca Mountain. Harry Reid is in the process of killing any budget funding for Yucca, we want you to know that this does not reflect the position of Nevada citizens. Several years ago Congress passed the Nuclear Waste Policy Act in order to fund, construct and maintain a nuclear waste repository.  Your campaign was run on the basis of protecting average Americans. Senator Reid’s personal campaign is not that of Nevada citizens–not to mention the government’s responsibility by law to “build” a permanent nuclear waste site for all states.

In an op-ed Lake Barrett, former Deputy Director, (OCRWM). “After more than 30 years of studies, there has been no credible scientific or technical evidence found that would disqualify the Yucca Mountain from being a suitable repository site”. “Hopefully House, Senate and Administration leadership will realize what is happening and not allow Senator Reid to just "air drop" the "killing" Yucca budget cut right into the Omnibus Appropriations bill without a chance for House and Senate members to have a vote on Senator Reid's Yucca budget cut”.

“This is not the type of change that the Obama administration promised Americans in terms of bipartisanship, transparency and attention to science.   While Senator Harry Reid may very well be the Senate Majority Leader, nobody elected him as Scientist-in-Chief. Congress has established a process under the independent NRC to review the science underlying the Yucca Mountain project”. 

The Yucca Mountain project is exactly what you’re looking for–a large public works project that would put people to work. It must be based on good science and let's allow the nation's policy to be seen through, let's allow the scientific experts, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to review the Department of Energy's license application and judge the site's suitability. Estimated at $100 billion–if the science is proven let's move forward. 

We urge you Mr. President to please keep the separation of science to science and politics to politics. “Our freedoms can only be maintained by the advancement of technologies that serve mankind—not advancing technology puts Freedom at Risk and our freedom is threatened because we don't take the time to participate in it” GJD.

Sincerely, 

Gary J. Duarte, Director

US Nuclear Energy Foundation
