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1 - The Environmental Paradox
It is a paradox that many environmental groups are today opposed to nuclear energy because, as a matter of fact, nuclear energy is by far the cleanest form of energy available in quantities large enough to meet the growing needs of the world's population.

Nuclear energy is a very clean energy if it is well designed, well constructed, well operated, and well managed :

- it introduces practically no pollution into the atmospheric : sulfur and nitrogen oxydes, etc., 

- it is very compact,

- it produces a very small volume of waste, and the waste produced is confined and decays spontaneously,

- it does not contribute to the greenhouse effect.

In 1996, shortly after the 10th anniversary of the Chernobyl accident, the Association of Environmentalists For Nuclear Energy (EFN) was created as a non-profit organization, to inform the public in a complete and straightforward way about energy sources and their environmental impacts.

EFN is an international association of citizens in favor of clean nuclear energy. EFN's action is based on solid scientific facts, and, contrary to many anti-nuclear groups it is not based on ideological considerations.

EFN's members fall into the following categories :

- supporting members,

- sympathizing members,

- active members,

- donating members,

- national and local correspondents,

EFN also has a Scientific and Medical Committee as well as a Committee of Honorary Members composed of important personalities who support its action.

Among them is Professor James Lovelock, FRS, one of the founders of the development of environmental awareness since the 1960's, who supports EFN, and has written an introduction to the book " Environmentalists For Nuclear Energy ".

EFN has contacts high levels in the environmental science area and in the energy sector, including specialists in nuclear energy, in radiation and nuclear safety, in fossil energies, in renewable energies, etc.

The members of EFN represent all social groups and all parts of the world. EFN now has more than 5000 members, local correspondents and supporters, in over 40 countries on all five continents. The spontaneous growth of the association since its creation has been more rapid than was initially expected.

EFN bases its position on the facts that nuclear fission is a clean, safe, reliable and competitive energy source, that the volume of nuclear waste produced is very small, that the waste is safely confined and can be safely stored, and that spent fuel is or can be reprocessed.

To combat the greenhouse effect and the consequent global warming trend, nuclear fission is the only source of energy that can replace a significant part of the fossil fuels - coal, oil and gas - without polluting the atmosphere.

Nuclear energy should therefore in the coming years replace fossil fuels whenever possible and spent nuclear fuel should be reprocessed, for environmental reasons if not for economic ones. At the same time, more efficient use of energy and self-sustainable life styles should be promoted. Renewable energies should not be excluded, and it should be recognized that the latter have important niche roles to play although their industrial potential is almost negligible.

The opposition of the environmental movement to nuclear energy will in time be revealed as among the greatest mistakes of our times.

2 - Information on nuclear energy

Information is a condition of democracy, it must be:

* Comprehensive

* Transparent

* Truthful

In a democracy, nuclear power must be debated in public, even though some people and some journalists or politicians don't understand all the facts for lack of scientific background.

In the absence of adequate information, the public, journalists, and politicians cannot understand the issues, and will therefore side with the vociferous anti-nuclear movement.

Since the end of World War II and the development of the nuclear industry, nuclear communication has gone through three historical periods :

1 - Official communication : communication by government officials ; technical information about nuclear energy was then largely considered as a " military secret ". and the first nuclear power plants were built under a regime of secrecy.

2 - Industrial communication : the nuclear reactor builders, the nuclear fuel producers, and the electric companies operating the nuclear power plants began more and more to communicate to the public. Their communications are largely viewed as related to the interests of the nuclear industry.

3 - Societal communication, by third parties : various groups other than governments and the nuclear industry now inform the public about nuclear energy. Until now, this " societal " communication is mostly the work of the anti-nuclear movement, arising from their justified opposition to nuclear weapons. But they are unable to distinguish between military and peaceful uses of nuclear energy. They may lack the scientific background to appreciate the difference, but they are often motivated by ideological or political considerations, sometimes by an underground anti-scientific culture. This anti-nuclear communication is often exploited by pressure groups for unavowed reasons, which may be political or economic.

Third party societal communication is a fact : the people want to have independent sources of information, aside from the information provided by government and industry. Today the third parties dealing with nuclear energy are mostly anti-nuclear, and their arguments are mainly environmental : nuclear energy is polluting the Earth, radioactivity causes cancer, nuclear reactors are dangerous, there is no solution to the problem of nuclear waste.

When carefully examined, their arguments are erroneous and based more on emotion than on scientific fact. But the public believes these arguments because industry's communication is thought to be self-serving, and because there is no independent third party to contradict the anti-nuclear position or to give a clearly pro-nuclear point of view.

Therefore, there is a need for a pro-nuclear movement independent of the nuclear industry, engaged in public information and in the various forms of " societal communication ". To be efficient, this group should preferably be a group of " environmentalists ".

Some people in the public view, such as the environmentalists who are the core of the anti-nuclear movement, but also an increasing number of journalists, and some parts of the public, are very difficult to reach through the usual governmental or industrial communication.

EFN speaks to environmentalists in their own words. Because it is independent, EFN helps to inform the public and tries to reach the environmentalists, in a way that the nuclear industry cannot do efficiently.

Our experience is that many environmentalists, but also the general public, politicians, the media, the press and journalists all react favorably to the information given, and are likely to be influenced by this new approach. For example, in France, Brice Lalonde, head of Generation Ecologie and some greens, have become pro-nuclear after being informed by EFN.

- EFN speaks to environmentalists with their own words

- EFN speaks to the public with simple words

- EFN shows that it is possible to be pro-nuclear and an environmentalist 

- EFN changes the deeply rooted negative impression held by the public opinion, leading people to accept the fact that "nuclear is clean"

A broad base of public support is essential in a democracy. It is the objective of EFN to gather people from various countries who are in favor of clean nuclear energy.

3 - EFN’s activities

EFN gathers together supporters of nuclear energy and citizens who believe that nuclear energy can be clean and respectful of the environment.

EFN has established an international network of supporters and local correspondents who help translate documents, who write and publish articles and " letters-to-the-editor ", and who organize local activities in their country, region, town or workplace.

EFN has developed a web site for public information: http://www.ecolo.org which offers information and documents on energy and the environment in 10 languages.

The book "Environmentalists For Nuclear Energy", the working text of the association, was initially published French in 1995. It is now available also in English (2001) and in Romanian and Japanese (2002). Translations are in preparation in Chinese, Russian, German, Italian, Czech, Slovak, Slovenian, Hungarian.

EFN participates in radio and TV programs on energy and the environment.

EFN maintains several mailing lists (in French, English...) distributing information by e-mail.

EFN develops documents and texts addressed to the general public, on various energy-related subjects.

EFN writes to and informs politicians.

EFN writes to and informs journalists, and reacts to their articles by congratulating them and by providing factual information.

EFN organizes lectures addressed to various audiences - about 150 lectures have been given in the past 3 years.

EFN organizes informational visits to nuclear installations for its members. The program includes about 4 visits per year, including: a visit to the Loviisa NPP (Finland), a study of the natural radioactivity in Guarapari and visit to the Angra NPP (Brazil), a visit to the Mol laboratory developing an underground waste repository (Belgium), visits to the Civaux nuclear power plant, to Superphenix and to the La Hague nuclear waste reprocessing plant (France), to AECL's Chalk River Laboratories and a natural uranium Candu reactor Canada), a visit to a Calder Hall graphite moderated reactor, the visitor's center, the reprocessing facility, and the nuclear waste installation at Sellafield (UK), visits to Tokaimura, Hiroshima, Monju, Fugen, etc. (Japan).

EFN also participates to public exhibitions such as environmental, popular and professional exhibitions. Last year, a million people visited the expositions in which EFN participated.

EFN undertakes legal action when necessary. In one case, EFN appeared in 1997 before the High Court of Justice, attacking the French government's abrupt decision to close the clean 1300 MW fast neutron reactor Superphenix, on the grounds that the decision was strictly political, illegal and unilateral, and not based on any objective argument. In another case, in 1999 anti-nuclear commandos assaulted EFN's display at a public exhibition and publicly insulted EFN's volunteers; EFN took the case to court and won a judgment against the anti-nuclear activists (details are given in the " judiciary " section of EFN's web site).

The members of EFN have written and published several dozens of papers and articles each year in different types of magazines and newspapers ranging from the most technical to the most popular presentations.

Generally speaking, the action of EFN is very much based on a " network " system, with local action and affiliated correspondents in various parts of the world. Most of the activities done in one area or country can be duplicated in another country. Since the creation of the Association in 1996, the Internet, mailing lists and web technologies have been the core of the association's activities.

4 - International evolutions

The existing EFN association has a worldwide program. Some activities are organized and some information is available already in : 

- English, French, Italian, Japanese, Russian, Czech, Romanian, Slovenian, German, Dutch, Finnish, Spanish, Polish and Hungarian languages.

Specific EFN national associations should be created in various geographical zones. The creation of the following affiliated association is now in preparation :

- EFN North America

5 - EFN’s future challenges

The two main challenges for EFN's future are :

- to continue its international expansion

- to remain independent of industry and government

EFN has developed an efficient international network in more than 40 countries but needs local support : help for translating documents, finding adequate contacts, and organizing local activities.

In order to continue its development, also EFN needs both moral and financial encouragement.

EFN is an independent association :

· Members of industry and of government are not represented in EFN's board of directors.

· The membership of EFN is open to all people under two conditions : that they be in favor of the protection of the environment and in favor of clean nuclear energy.

For more information : www.ecolo.org - E-mail : EFN@ecolo.org
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